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Nepal earthquake 2015: The idea of óSamaaveshiô

Å An incident in the aftermath of Nepal earthquake (2015 ) changed the course of our lives .

Å A 10 - year - old girl recovering from spinal injury and using a wheelchair, was rejected from attending classes at her school .

Å This made us realize how even after a major disaster, thereôslack of empathy and acceptance for children with disabilities in society .

Å Schools are a microcosm of society ; lack of diversity and inclusion in schools result in lack of empathy and compassion as adults .



PROBLEM: óLow enrolment & high dropoutô among CWDs

Å34% of all children with disabilities (CWDs) in India, are out -

of - school. (UNICEF, 2015)

Å Of all CWDs enrolled in elementary level, only 8.5% make it to 

secondary, and a dismal 2.3% pursue higher secondary 

education . (MHRD, 2016)

Å Among 5 -year -olds with disabilities in India, 74% DO NOT attend 

any educational institution . (UNESCO, 2019)

Å KARJAT BLOCK : In a baseline survey held in 2017 -18, we identified 

24 CWDs (aged 3 - 14 years) in 40 tribal villages , of which 17 

children were either dropouts or out -of-school.

Å For a block with a population of 220,000 (Census 2011), with 24% 
scheduled tribes (ST) and 75.2% living in rural scattered villages; 
thereôs only ONE special school that too in a dilapidated condition, 
without a playground and other basic amenities.



Samaaveshi: Building óinclusiveô classrooms

WHY INVEST IN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION?

Å Schools are a microcosm of society 

Å Instill empathy to nurture an óinclusive mindsetô

Å Inclusive society starts from an óinclusive classroomsô.

Å VISION:

One day, all schools will become óinclusive ô.

Å MISSION: 

To bring systemic transformation in schools where every 

child irrespective of their social background or disability

has equal access and opportunity to quality education. 



Samaaveshi: Journey from 2018 to 2022



Key programmes & reach in 2022

SAMAAVESHI KINDERGARTEN 

1 centre

25 students
4 CWDs

COMMUNITY LIBRARY

мс ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ

40 children 
10 CWDs

ZILLA PARISHAD (ZP) SCHOOL 
INCLUSIVE-ED SUPPORT

1 school

28 students
5 CWDs

INCLUSIVE ANGANWADI 
TRAINING & TRANSFORMATION

80 Anganwadis
4000+ children

10 Solar/smart Anganwadis



Samaaveshi in images

Inclusive early education

Anganwadi& ZP school inclusive-ed support

Community library & events


